Emerging Danger – Katrina Williams
The first report on Katrina Williams (28 years old) was for inadequate guardianship and excessive discipline. Her son, Kevin (10 years old), came to school with a black eye. He told the school nurse that his mother had slapped him because he was bad. After an investigation, the allegation of inadequate guardianship was substantiated. The allegation of excessive discipline was not substantiated. 
Kevin has emotional and behavioral problems and Katrina finds him difficult to manage, especially with the responsibility of her other two younger children.  A second report was for inadequate guardianship when Kevin was injured allegedly playing with his sister and fell from the railing of the stairs. Though bruised, no serious injuries occurred. The fourth report came when Kevin’s teacher noticed him limping. Kevin said his mother pushed him down when he wasn’t walking fast enough. The fifth report came following an accident in which the children were left unsupervised. Kevin’s younger sister, Anna, was slightly burned while playing in the kitchen. Katrina was apparently asleep on the sofa at the time.

Katrina was offered parenting classes. Though she attended the first two, her attendance became spotty. She showed up for her first mental health appointment and never went back. Katrina’s brother and sister-in-law used to help her from time to time until they moved to another city a few months ago. Kevin receives treatment at the child guidance clinic and has been regularly keeping his appointments. A transportation aide picks him up and drops him off. 
On several occasions, the aide has reported that Katrina yells at Kevin because he is slow in getting his coat on. While taking Kevin to the last appointment, the aide noticed bruises on Kevin’s hands. Kevin hid his hands and said the door had shut on them. Katrina was not home for the last two appointments. The worker has not seen Kevin in five weeks.

Today, the agency received a report from the hospital. Kevin is in intensive care. His mother allegedly hit him on the head with a broom handle.
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